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World Heritage and sustainable development: 
challenges for participation?
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• located in a border triangle – Saxon/Poland/Czech Republic
• maintains good relations with its neighbouring countries
• two transboundary World Heritage sites

Muskauer Park/Park Mużakowski
(2004), Polish-German WHS

Erzgebirge/Krušnohoří“ Mining Region (2019), 
German-Czech WHS (Foto: J. Kugler/IWTG)

Saxony and its Transboundary World 
Heritage Sites
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Muskauer Park/Park Mużakowski

…an exceptional example of a European 
landscape park that broke new ground in terms of 
human-made landscape design.

Erzgebirge/Krušnohoří Mining Region 
…an exceptional testimony to the outstanding role and 
strong global influence of the Saxon-Bohemian Ore 
Mountains as a centre for technological and scientific 
innovations from the Renaissance up to the modern 
era.
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• Muskauer Park/Park Mużakowski: 1815 to 1844: landscaped 
park created by Prince Hermann von Pückler-Muskau

• Erzgebirge/Krušnohoří Mining Region: 1168 to 1990 
landscape created by mining of several ores 

• Aftermath of WW II: division of the park along the German-
Polish and the region along the German-Czech border 

• 1989: Start of the transboundary cooperation

• World Heritage Inscription
• 2004: Muskauer Park/Park Mużakowski
• 2019: Erzgebirge/Krušnohoří Mining Region

Two countries I One shared heritage
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• possibility to nominate a single property irrespective of current 
political borders

• basic requirement: close cooperation of all partners and set up 
of a joint management

• Transboundary European WH sites, in particular,
• strengthen collective responsibility over shared heritage; 

and
• foster intercultural dialogue and cross-border 

cooperation. 
à They are visible and tangible witness of how people in Europe 

have created culture, as well as community, together.
à They symbolise the very idea of international cooperation

Transboundary World Heritage Sites –
features and potential
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World Heritage Sites - characteristics
Muskauer Park/Park 
Mużakowski
• Cultural landscape
• Rural region, Upper

Lausatia, located in the
Muskauer arch Geoparc

• Joint conservation efforts

Erzgebirge/Krušnohoří Mining 
Region 
• Cultural landscape
• Rural (mountain) region
• Regional scale
• Serial, 22 component parts
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World Heritage and sustainable development
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World Heritage as Driving Force
• for inclusive social development including

• community involvement
• key role in maintaining and managing heritage;
• local stewardship of heritage has the capacity to 

empower communities.

• development of educational activities, both inside
and outside of the classroom
• ensuring the transmission to future generations of 

the cultural and natural heritage;



Case study UNESCO-Welterbe 
Erzgebirge/Krušnohoří Mining Region

Inscription 6 July 2019
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Broad range of stakeholders
• local, regional national authorities, 
• mining authority, 
• monument and nature protection 

authorities,
• responsible ministries,
• (private) owners,
• (mining) associations, 
• expert staff (visitor mines, museums),
• citizens

à aim: involvement of all stakeholders 
in the nomination process 
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Preservation of the tangible mining heritage 
and associated intangible heritage

à together
à common understanding
à active participation

Nomination process: overall objective

Together! Across borders!  
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Germany / Free State of Saxony

Scientific Project-
Group

(IWTG TU Freiberg)

Association
Montanregion

Erzgebirge e. V.

Communities, Mining 
Associations, 

Heritage Preservation
Institutions

Economic Promotion 
Association

Erzgebirge (Project-
Office)

Czech Republic

Economic Promotion 
Association Ustí nad

Labem

Regional Museum 
Most, local Mining 

Associations

State Institute of 
Heritage in Prague 

CZ

Communities and 
Districts of Krušnohoří 

CZ

German-Czech
Mixed Working-Group

German-Czech
Inter-Ministerial Steering-Group Ministry of Culture

CZ

Ministry
of the Interior

Saxony

Stakeholder involvement: Bottum-up process
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Challenges: mining associations

• increase of membership after 1990, since the early
2000 decline in membership due to a lack of 
newcomers

• older age of mining association members

Actions:
à engaging young generations as a key task
à fostering gender equality
à strengthening local empowerment
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Is there a potential for volunteering of
(young) people?

• potential of engagement: high 54,1% of the citizens in Saxony
would be in interested in volunteering

• area of engagement: culture and music is on the third position; 
the number of volunteers increased over years, however, the
willingness to take over leading honorary position decreased

• impulses for engagement: half self-initiated, next to women and
persons older than 65, in particulary young people between 14 
and 29.

• motivation: in particular for young people a certain degree of 
learning outcome that increases their competencies and skills is 
important is important
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• Learn engagement early through school projects and teacher
training programmes

• Increase visibility for younger generations through social
media as well as topics and offers that interest young people

• Increase the degree of learning outcome for young people 
e.g. through teaching specific craftsmen techniques

• Be flexible in your volunteer work through project-based
activities and enable young people to actively participate and
develop new ideas

Education as a focus: Finding and
engaging young people
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… enables to increase the interest of young
generations in their own heritage and beyond!
…provides new and a broader range topics for the
development of offers and inclusion in regular school
lessons
…allows to realise the UNESCO's educational mission
locally

World Heritage
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Interreg V A – project

Our WorldHeritage: 
The Cultural Mining 
Landscape 
Erzgebirge/Krušnohoří

Communication heritage values

• mining association, expert staff 
and teachers

• pupils and students

Target groups



• establishment of a common transboundary 
interpretation strategy to communicate our 
mining heritage; 

• anchoring of mining heritage in educational 
activities and programmes (of mining sites, 
museums, schools, universities, etc.);

• enhancing of the cooperation between museums, 
mining sites and educational institutions; 

• and enabling of professional stakeholders to 
implement educational programmes.

Aiming at
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Transboundary Heritage Education 
• Evaluation of all existing educational activities
• Development of information and educational programmes

Capacity Building
• Training courses for site managers, expert staff and 

teachers about mining heritage (and World Heritage)

Educational activities
• School projects 
• Study courses at universities 

Communication
• Organisation of transboundary and local events
• Development of e-learning platforms
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World Heritage rises interest …

Großrückerswalde

Halsbrücke
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Specific projects – art project „Mining World“ 

Fotos © IWTG
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20

Use of the broad range of topics related to World Heritage and 
linkage to the school curricula

Basis for the future educational work
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Our conclusion - positive
Successful cooperation with associations and teachers 

• highly motivated and engaged 
• effective 

Increasing awareness for the mining region as a school 
topic

• high interest for inclusion in the regular school lessons
• in combination with practical experiences through site 

visits

Fotos © Förderverein Montanregion Erzgebirge e.V. und Institute Heritage Studies
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„Transboundary European World 
Heritage - a Topic for UNESCO 

Associated Schools“

https://worldheritage-education.eu/de#start
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What we would like to achieve
For students: a new view on their home region and increased potential 
for job alternatives;

For schools: development of a profile with a focus on sustainable
vocational education; appreciation of school and education by external
partners in the region; 

For extracurricular partners: recognising vocational schools and
teachers as active and innovative partners;

For the region: recognising potentials for reducing the lack of skilled
workers by motivating and engaging of young people as well as for an 
increase of the attractiveness by training possibilities.
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Thank you for your attention!


